
Supporting Your 
Child’s ECG Journey

Jerlyn Poh, ECG Counsellor
Orchid Park Secondary School
March 2023



Objectives

Changing World of Work

Evolving Education Landscape

01

02

03 Supporting your Child’s ECG Journey (Subject Combination Selection) 

Source : https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-what-it-means-and-how-to-respond/
Credit   : Illustration by Storyset



Changing of World of Work - What is the 4th

Industrial Revolution?

Source : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko2esJeGsrI

How this impact 
our child in 

school?



Top 10 Job Skills of Tomorrow

Source: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/top-10-work-skills-of-tomorrow-how-long-it-takes-to-learn-them/
https://youtu.be/eH1fFdjzJAw



Changing Education Landscape
Credit : Image from Canva



Education Pathway Then Was Simple

EDUCATION LANDSCAPE HAS CHANGED



Education Pathways Now Are Multiple
EDUCATION LANDSCAPE HAS CHANGED



Some Changes in the Education Landscape
Revised PSLE 

Scoring System
Full Subject-Based 

Banding
Post-Secondary 

Landscape
IHL 

Landscape

New Achievement 
Levels scoring system

Implementation of Full 
Subject-Based Banding 

in all Secondary Schools 
by 2024

Expanding CEP^ 
offerings by 
Polytechnics

New ITE curriculum 
from 2022; shortened 
route to Higher Nitec

Offering of ITE Work-
Study Diplomas

Shorter Polytechnic 
Diplomas for A-Level 

Students

Launch of NUS College 
of Humanities and 
Sciences in 2020

Establishing New 
University of the Arts

Expanding                    
Aptitude-Based 
Admissions at                       
Autonomous 
Universities

*IHL : Institute of Higher Learning
^CEP : Common Entry Programme



Supporting 
Our Child’s ECG Journey

Credit : Image from Microsoft 365



The 3 ECG Questions to Guide Our Child

WHO?

Who am I?

WHERE?

Where do I want to 
go?

HOW?

How do I get there?



Our Child’s ECG Journey

Sec 2

Exploration of Values, Interests, 
Personality, Skills(VIPS).

Choosing Subject Combination.

Sec 4/5

GCE N or O Levels.
Alignment of VIPS with post-

secondary courses.

Sec 3

Deepen career exploration. 
Adjustment to new subjects, class 

and CCA leadership roles.

Sec 1

Transitioning to a new school 
environment. Introduction to 

different career sectors.

Discovering 
purpose, adopting 
a lifelong learning 
dispositions and 

mindsets.



Subject Combination

Which Subject 
Combination should I 
take?

Education Pathways

Which Education 
Pathway should I 
choose?

I Don’t Know

I don’t know what I 
want to be yet, but I 
know I love Literature. 
How now?

Do I know my career 
aspiration yet?

Questions Our Child May Have … 

Career Aspiration



Who am I?

Unique Individual01

Self Awareness03

Values, Interests, Personality 
and Strength (VIPS)02

Discovering Purpose 



My SkillsFuture (Student Portal)
Know Yourself

go.gov.sg/mysfsec

Credit : Image from go.gov.sg/mysfsec



Support them as they discover 
their VIPS

What is important to you? What 
motivates you?

What are the issues you feel 
strongly about?

What do you enjoy doing? 

How would you describe yourself? 
How do others describe you?

What are your strengths? What 
have people praised you for?

Who am I?

Encourage Reflection on 
Experiences

What do you do in…?

What do you like / dislike about…?

How do you feel when…?

What did you learn about…?

What did you discover about 
yourself through…?

Connect Experiences

What have you learned in 
<Subject> that will be useful for 

<Jobs you like>?

Is this an ability / skill / interest 
you want to develop further?

Would you like to do something 
like that in your future job? Why?

Discovering Purpose 



Where Do I Want to Go?

Which Occupation I am 
interested to find out more?

Designer?
Physiotherapist?
Programmer?
Urban Farmer?

Pure Science/C. 
Science
DNT, Art, NFS
POA, A Math
EBS*, Music*

Which subjects should I choose? 

Creating new AI?
Improve Mental Health?
Improve Sustainability?
Distribute Wealth?

Sense of Purpose / Challenge



Where do I want to go – Supporting our child in 
exploring their VIPS/and choosing Subject 

Combination*

N(A) Level Students

Subject 1, 2, 4 (Compulsory) 

- English
- Mother Tongue
- Mathematics

Subject 3, 5, 6 (choose 1 each)

• Subject 3: Combined Humanities (SS & Geo or SS & Hist)
• Subject 5: Sci(Chem/Bio), Sci(Chem/Phy)
• Subject : Additional Mathematics, Art, D&T, Art, Nutrition and Food Science or Principles of 

Accounts 



Supporting your child in choosing subject combination: Post-
Sec Admission Pathways 

ITE EAE JIE ‘N’ (2-year Nitec/ 3-year 
Higher Nitec)^

JIE ‘H’ 
DPP (2-year 
Higher Nitec)^

PFP
(1-year 
foundation + 
3-year Dip)^

Who can 
apply?

N-Level students N(A)-Level students

Aggregate 
Type/ Remarks

Minimum
Entry 
Requirement 
(MER)
i.e. pass 
English, Math 
or Science with 
1 or 2 subjects

ITE Aggregate of 4 subjects including 
the required subject for the course
i.e. 3-year higher nitec in Accounting 
is at 3 points at ITE College Central

Scenario: 
Students has gotten Grade 2 for all 4 
NA subjects and 1 CCA bonus point. 
Achieved 3 Net ITE Aggregate point

MER: English and 2 others passes

ELMAB3 ≤19
(5 sub) 

ELMAB3 ≤12
(5 subjects) 



Extract from ITE Booklet for AY2023



Scenario (NA Student) : 
Student has gotten Grade 2 for all 4 NA subjects and 1 
CCA bonus point. Achieved 3 Net ITE Aggregate point

All NA Subjects graded at 2
Converted to ITE Agg Point = 1
4 Subjects including English and 2 passes = 1*4 = 4 (raw)
Bonus point for CCA=1
Net ITE Aggregate = 4-1 = 3



Where Do I Want to Go?

Let your Child be the Expert

That’s a job I don’t know much 
about, could you tell me more 

what it does?

How’s the job prospect like? 
Could we find out and discuss 

more next time?

What does this course offer? 
What will you be learning / 

experiencing?

Start exploring areas of Interests

Which would be your top 3 
aspirations? Why did you choose 

these?

Are there others you have in mind?

Resources:
My Skillsfuture World of Work

On My Way by National Youth 
Council 

Prompt them to think Beyond

What do you want from this 
career?

What are the things important to 
you in a job?

What would be some other jobs 
related to this role / industry?

How can you find more 
information?



My SkillsFuture (Student Portal)
World of Work

Credit : Image from go.gov.sg/mysfsec



How Do I Get There?

Information to Gather Actions to TakePoints to Consider

Credit : Illustration by Storyset



How do I Get There?

Get your child to be responsible for their own plan

Which courses / qualifications 
do you think will lead you to this job?

Are there any prerequisites subjects / minimum entry 
requirements to apply to these courses?

What steps can you take to work towards your goal?

How can you better prepare yourself 
for this course / job?

What are the possible ways/admissions 
to get to your course?

Discuss with your child like they are adults

What ‘game plan’/plan do you have in mind to 
work towards this course/career?

Are there ways you can experience what the job 
is like?

Are there practical constraints you may face? 
Eg. colour appreciation deficiency?



Frequently Asked Questions

ITE will not allow my child to join a university, he/she needs to aim to go to polytechnic 
via the polytechnic foundation programme. 

Answer: 
Entrance to university is by merits of the latest achieved qualification and not determined by the 
education journey

My Child needs to complete Higher Nitec in order to join a polytechnic diploma

Answer: 
Student who have done well and met the GPA requirement for polytechnic Diploma 
admission can apply after their Nitec Programme.











Have regular and 
genuine 

conversation with 
your child

Provide 
opportunities for 

your child to grow

Familiarize yourself 
with your child’s 
personality and 
learning style

Show love and 
support which helps 

your child grow in 
confidence

Supporting our Child’s Aspirations
Source : 2021 CEG’s Parents Seminar



Resources




